A case study of strategic infarct dementia investigated with the cognitive assessment system.
Two subjects with brain lesions who were matched on demographic variables were tested on the Cognitive Assessment System (CAS). AK had been dependent on caregivers after a frontal aneurysm 6 years previously despite intact receptive and expressive language skills and motor functions. GM sustained multiple infarcts although he continued to function well on his own. Nonparametric analysis showed that AK's T scores on CAS subtests were lower than that of GM's based on a comparison with a heterogeneous group of brain-damaged patients (p < .003). The CAS's broad range of complexity of items within subtests, apparent sensitivity in differentiating rates of cognitive decline in dementia, and convergence with dementia rating scales suggests that it could be useful for assessment of strategic infarct dementia.